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Phillip L. Clay is the MIT chancellor and professor of city planning.  A member of the MIT faculty since 1975, he 

served as associate head of the Department of Urban Studies and Planning from 1990 to 1992 and as department 

head from 1992 to 1994.  From 1994 to 2001, Professor Clay served the Institute as associate provost. 

 

Widely known for his work in U.S. housing policy and community-based development, Professor Clay is a founding 

member of the National Housing Trust, which focuses on housing preservation.  He serves on several boards 

including the MasterCard Foundation board, the Kresge Foundation Board, the Massachusetts Technology 

Collaborative Board of Directors, and the Board of Trustees of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

 

Professor Clay received his bachelor’s degree from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and his doctorate 

in city planning from MIT.  His publications include two books: Neighborhood Renewal: Middle-Class Resettlement 

and Incumbent Upgrading in American Neighborhoods, and Neighborhood Politics and Planning (with Rob Hollister). 

 


